
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER FROM THE TRAINING DIVISION OF SOUTHERN STONE COUNTY FIRE 
 

Our Core Values in Action  
“Be Professional” 
 

Demonstrating positive attributes and 
actions in the performance of one’s 
duties.  

Professionalism means acting appropriately 
and in a manner befitting to all firefighters.  
Regardless of whether you are a volunteer,               
pay-per-call, or career member of the fire 
service the expectation is that you will BE THE 
PROFESSIONAL. 
Here are a few examples of what we expect: 

• Keep your personal appearance  presentable 
and clean.  Practice good hygiene. 

• Take pride of your equipment and gear, 
keeping it clean and in tip-top shape.    

• Go the extra mile to provide a high quality of 
customer service. 

• Attend trainings that stretch you as a 
Responder.  Be a constant student of the 
fire service. 

The way we carry ourselves in public reflects 
back on our fire district as a whole.  We want 
the public to see that we provide them with 
services that are competently demonstrated 
with the knowledge that is retained from our 
training. Also, how we carry ourselves in a 
heated and stressful situation speaks of our 
fire district’s ever-increasing level of 
professionalism.
  

ONward and UPward! 

DC Mike Moore 
 

 

FROM THE TRAINING CHIEF 

“The Goal of the SSCFPD Training Division is 

to provide safe, relevant, and 

realistic training and opportunities for 

professional growth, which will produce 

outstanding, well-trained, members of the fire 

service.” 

 

SEPTEMBER 
1st – Battalion 1 Training 19:00 at Sta. 1. 
3rd – Firefighter Basic Training 
5th – Applicant Testing 08:00 at Sta. 1. 
7th – LABOR DAY (District Offices Closed) 
8th – Battalion 2 Training 18:30 at Sta. 1. 
9th – Cadet Training 18:30 at Sta. 1 
10th – Auxiliary Meeting 18:30 at Dist. HQ 
        – Firefighter Basic Training 
12th – Firefighter Basic Testing 08:00 at Sta. 1 
        – Pancake Breakfast 09:00 at Sta. 6 
13th – Firefighter Basic Live Fire Testing 
14th – EMT Class 
15th – Battalion 3 Training 19:00 at Sta. 1. 
19th – New Members Orientation 
        - District Picnic at POK 
21st  – EMT Class  
22nd – Board Meeting 18:00 at Dist. HQ 
         – Districtwide EMS Training 19:00 at Sta. 1 
23rd – Cadet Training 18:30 at Sta. 1 
28th – EMT Class  
        – Monthly Officer’s Meeting 18:30 Sta. 1 
29th – ALL HANDS TRAINING 19:00 at Shop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proper radio procedures begin with the correct way 
of using a two-way radio. Keying the mic first and 
allowing the channel to “open” avoids clipping the 
beginning or end of a message. Hold the radio 
upright with the antenna pointing skyward. 
 
Formulate the information you want to transmit 
before speaking. Information must be important, 
timely and projected in a clear and controlled voice. 
The five Cs of radio communication serve as a 
helpful guide to delineate the key points for how to 
use a two-way radio: 
 

Conciseness – be brief 
 

Clarity – be clear in your message 
 

Confidence – have confidence in the 
information you are sharing 
 

Control – stay in control of voice 
inflections 
 

Capability – practice speaking on 
the radio to develop your radio 
capabilities 

 
Once you know what you want to transmit, place 
the mic 1 to 2 inches from your mouth, and deliver 
the information in a normal voice. 
 
Every message is repeated back to the sender to 
verify the information. Messages transmitted via 
radio should always follow your department’s 
standard operating procedures (SOPs) 
. 
Again, practice and repetition during drills are 
critical in preparing a firefighter for that first open 
mic during an emergency. 

 
TRAINING TO TALK 
To reiterate, critical information and important 
updates know no rank during an emergency. As 
such, it’s vital that all firefighters train on the use of 
a two-way portable radio, so they can effectively 
communicate on the fire and emergency scene. 
Training should cover everything from operational 
and logistical basics to how to transmit and respond 
to a mayday. Training to talk may sound simple, but 
what you say on the radio is essential to ensuring 
your safety and that of your fellow crewmembers. 

The following article is from FireRescue1 and was 
published on July 22, 2019 by Captain Jim Spell who 
has spent 33 years as a professional firefighter with 
Vail (Colorado) Fire & Emergency Services, the last 20 
years as a captain.  
 

A Firefighter’s Guide to Communicating 
Via Two-way Portable Radios 
The five Cs of radio communications help 
firefighters deliver effective size-ups and 
status reports 
 

The two-way portable radio is an integral part of 

firefighting and operational safety. If there is ever 

a moment of equality in the fire service, it is when 

the microphone of a two-way radio is keyed. 

Critical information and important updates know 

no rank during an emergency. For this reason, all 

firefighters must be proficient in the use of a two-

way portable radio. 
 

RADIO TRANSMISSION CHALLENGES 

It’s important to first acknowledge the difficult 

conditions under which you will be transmitting 

information over a two-way radio. 

Communications on the fireground are fast-paced 

and noisy. Firefighters are working with loud 

power saws and striking tools. The environment is 

smoky and restricts visibility. Add an SCBA and 

full PPE to adverse working conditions, and it’s 

easy to see why there can be so many radio 

communications challenges. 
 

Further, wireless radios are susceptible to 

interference from vehicle ignitions, electric motors, 

high-voltage transmission lines and computers, as 

well light sources, including LEDs, fluorescent 

lights and energy-efficient bulbs. 
 

This is where training and repetitive drills can help 

firefighters know how to minimize such challenges 

during emergency situations. 
 

THE FIVE 'C'S' OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
While transmitting on a radio may seem 
straightforward, knowing the number of members 
listening and acting on the information transmitted 
can be an intimidating experience for any 
firefighter, regardless of rank or experience. It’s 
therefore important to master proper radio 
procedures. 

 

 

 

COMMNICATIONS 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/11 MEMORIAL 9.11K 
WALK/RUN  

Chaplain Jim Cummings is organizing 
a special event to honor the fallen of 
September 11th, 2001.   
 
The event is a 9.11K (5.7 miles) 
walk/run to be held on Friday, 
September 11th, 2020.  It will start at 
08:45 at the Dollar General in 
Kimberling City and end at Southern 
Stone County Fire Station 1 in Branson 
West. 
 
Persons interested in participating can 
contact Chaplain Jim Cummings at 
417-230-0610. 

ALL-HANDS TRAINING IN 
SEPTEMBER  

The fifth Tuesday of September has been 
designated and “All-Hands” training for the 
district.  We will be looking at foam 
operations.   
 

Foam is an effective firefighting agent 
because of its ability to cool, smother, 
separate, and suppress vapors. Since 
foam is a water-based extinguishing agent 
it has the ability to absorb heat energy as 
well as cool adjacent fuels. In addition, 
foam creates a blanket, which separates 
the burning vapors from the fuel; such is 
the case for Class B fires. This foam 
blanket also inhibits oxygen availability, 
which again aids in the full extinguishment 
process. 
 

There are many types of foam on the 
market. They vary depending on their 
intended class of fire and concentration. It 
is key to match the class of foam with the 
class of fire it is intended to extinguish. 
 

Traditionally, compressed air foam 
systems have dual tanks with separate 
class A and class B foams, allowing the 
apparatus officer to determine the needed 
foam for the incident. No matter what 
systems you have, make sure you are 
proficient in its use. 
 

When applying foam, there are three 
generally accepted methods:  bank-down, 
roll-on, and rain-down. Banking down is a 
great method when the fire or area to 
cover is near a wall or near an object. 
During this technique, the nozzle 
firefighter deflects the foam stream 
against the wall and allows the foam to 
“bank” onto the fire or spill, creating an 
extinguishing blanket. 
 

The roll-on method is a similar deflection 
method where the firefighter deflects or 
“rolls” the foam onto the product via the 
ground.  The nozzle is pointed toward the 
ground near the fire or spill, and the foam 
is gently rolled onto the fire. 
 

The rain down method uses the reach of 
the stream to affect extinguishment. The 
firefighter simply points the stream up and 
allows the foam product to “rain” onto the 
fire or spill. Use caution here to ensure to 
the foam is hitting the target. 
 

Foam should not be intimidating; it can be 
an excellent additive to aid in 
extinguishment and is a necessary tool for 
certain fires. Take the time on your next 
tour to practice with your foam system and 
ensure your operational proficiency.  

Many foams can 
extinguish a 
variety of fires. 
For example, 
aqueous film-
forming foam is 
able to 
extinguish class 
A and B fires. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPROVEMENTS TO 
RESPIRATORY PROTECTION  

The SSCFPD has received a grant from 
the Department of Homeland Security to 
purchase items to improve the respiratory 
protection of our Responders.   
 
The following pages in this newsletter 
provide the training bulletin that covers the 
Use of the MSA G1 SCBA Facepiece & 
Cannister Assembly for Protection Against 
Infectious Respiratory Diseases.   
 

The attachments to the MSA G1 facepiece 
will allow members who are already 
issued a fit-tested facepiece to utilize the 
facepiece during incidents involving a 
respiratory infectious disease (RID). 
 

MEDICAL RESPONDER ONLY Members 
will need to schedule a time to be fit tested 
and issued a MSA facepiece. 
 

This assembly provides the best level of 
facial and respiratory protection when a 
full Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
(SCBA) is not practical during medical 
incidents involving respiratory infectious 
diseases.  
 

Responders may utilize this assembly 
during any suspected respiratory 
infectious disease (RID) incident. Use of 
the “Time – Distance – Shielding” concept 
will provide further parameters during 
these types of incidents. 
 

“Time” – limit the amount of time in the 
presence of a suspected RID patient. 
 

“Distance” – Limit the amount of close 
contact (within 6 feet) of a suspected RID 
patient. 
 

“Shielding” – ensure proper PPE is in 
place prior to any suspected RID patient 
contact.  

In keeping with the established protocols 
during response to a positive COVID-19 
incident, when dispatch advises, “PPE is 
REQUIRED” personnel will stage for 
EMS.  Once EMS proceeds into the 
scene and then requests assistance from 
SSCFPD personnel, this assembly should 
be the level of respiratory protection worn 
by the Responder.  
 
If there are signs and symptoms indicative 
of an infectious respiratory disease 
dispatch will advise, “PPE is 
RECOMMENDED.”  Responders may 
elect to utilize the G1 assembly, but at 
minimum an N-95 mask and eye 
protection must be worn. 
 
Please contact the SSCFPD Training 
Division with any questions or issues with 
the MSA G1 Facepiece/Cannister 
Assembly. 

 

 

MSA G1 

Facepiece 

MSA APR 

Adapter 

and 

MSA 

OPTIFILTER 

XL  P-100 

FILTER/ 

CANNISTER 
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Assembly 

1. Make sure that the APR Adapter and filtration canister are installed before you don the facepiece.  
 

2. Attach the APR Adapter (#2) to Facepiece (#1) by pushing in the adapter into the regulator opening until you hear a “click.” 
 

3. Screw in the Filter/Cannister (3#) to the threads on the APR Adapter (#2).  Do not over tighten. 

CAUTION! Hold the respirator by the canister, NOT by the APR adapter. 
 

Donning  

WARNING!  
If you have a beard, large sideburns, or similar physical characteristics that prevent direct contact between your skin and the sealing surface of the 

facepiece, this device may not seal correctly with your face (refer to NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health 

Program, and ANSI Z88.2, Practices for Respiratory Protection). An incorrect facial seal can let contaminants leak into the facepiece, decreasing or 

removing respiratory protection. Do NOT use this device if such conditions exist.  

1. Make sure that the APR adapter and air filtration canister are installed before you don the facepiece.  

 

2. Don facepiece and tighten harness straps. Make sure that the top of the facepiece seal is in 

direct contact with your forehead. Make sure that there is no hair between the facepiece seal 

and your skin.  

 

3. Do a negative pressure seal test by placing the flat part of the hand over the bottom cannister 

opening before each use.   

 

Doffing  

1. Only remove the facepiece in a nonhazardous, nontoxic atmosphere.  

2. While wearing medical gloves, loosen the harness straps.  

 

3. Holding the cannister, pull the facepiece away and down from your face. 

 
4. Wipe down entire assembly with MSA Personal Safety Towelettes for initial decontamination. 

#1 MSA G1 FACEPIECE #2 MSA FILTER ADAPTER 

ASSEMBLY KIT 

(APR ADAPTER) 

#3 MSA OPTIFILTER XL  P-100 

FILTER/CANNISTER 



Decontamination -Wear medical gloves during decontamination procedures 

CAUTION! Only remove the respirator in a safe, nonhazardous, nontoxic atmosphere.  

Use the instructions on the label to prepare a solution of Confidence Plus Germicidal Cleaner in a spray bottle, 

bucket, or sink. 

1.  Remove the air filtration canister from the APR adapter. Place the cannister in a sealed bag   

(zip-lock) and notate on the bag “USED.” 
 

2.  Remove the APR adapter from the facepiece by depressing the top release button (A).  
 

3. Submerge the facepiece in the solution of Confidence Plus Germicidal Cleaner for a minimum of 30 seconds. If 

necessary, use a soft brush or sponge to clean the facepiece. 
 

4.  Rinse the facepiece and components thoroughly in clean water that is not more than 110°F (43°C) and is preferably running 

and draining. 
 

5. Remove the APR Adapter cover. 
 

6. Submerge the adapter in the solution of Confidence Plus Cleaner for a minimum of 30 seconds. If necessary, use a sponge or 

soft brush to clean the adapter.  
 

7. Rinse the adapter and adapter cover thoroughly in clean water that is not more than 110°F (43°C) and is preferably running 

and draining. 
 

8. Let the adapter and adapter cover air-dry. Do NOT put parts near a heater or in direct sunlight. 
 

9. Operate the exhalation valve manually to make sure that it operates correctly. 
 

10. Install the adapter cover. 
 

Guidelines 

This assembly provides the best level of facial and respiratory protection when a full Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) is not 
practical during medical incidents involving respiratory infectious diseases.  
 

Responders may utilize this assembly during any suspected respiratory infectious disease (RID) incident. Use of the “Time – Distance 
– Shielding” concept will provide further parameters during these types of incidents. 
 

“Time” – limit the amount of time in the presence of a suspected RID patient. 
“Distance” – Limit the amount of close contact (within 6 feet) of a suspected RID patient. 
“Shielding” – ensure proper PPE is in place prior to any suspected RID patient contact. 

 

Diseases that can infect the respiratory system include: Chickenpox (varicella) Coronavirus infections (including SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV), Diphtheria, 
Group A streptococcus, Haemophilus, Influenzae type B, Influenza (flu), Legionnaires' disease, Measles (rubeola), Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS), Mumps, Pneumonia, Pneumococcal meningitis, Rubella (German measles), Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), Tuberculosis, and 
Whooping cough (pertussis).   
 

In keeping with the established protocols during response to a positive COVID-19 incident, when dispatch advises, “PPE is REQUIRED” 
personnel will stage for EMS.  Once EMS proceeds into the scene and then requests assistance from SSCFPD personnel, this assembly 
should be the level of respiratory protection worn by the Responder.  
 

If there are signs and symptoms indicative of an infectious respiratory disease dispatch will advise, “PPE is RECOMMENDED.”  
Responders may elect to utilize the G1 assembly, but at minimum an N-95 mask and eye protection must be worn. 
 

Please contact the SSCFPD Training Division with any questions or issues with the MSA G1 Facepiece/Cannister 

Assembly. 
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